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Dear and intirely Beloved Friend, 


T is an aflifting Providence from God, and 
juſt cauſe of ſhame to me [| for I cannot 
clear my ſelf from à great deal of juſt blame] 
that I have not done, nor can now do any 
thing for you in regard of thoſe writings 3} 
vod deſired of me: I have, and am continuallixß 
preſled with variety of urgent occaſions, and mu; 
time [inthe way I am in] is daily taken up from 
my perſonal ſtudies, beſides many incident avoca- 
tions. And alas! I can do little, and make but flow 
progreſs in the long race of Leargftig I have to 
run! And it is my miſerable guiſe, eiſhet by wicks 
edneſ or weakneſs, to fall ſhort of that good 1 
ſhould either get or do; and it it be ſo in this caſe 

towards you, it is no wonder, though it ſhould be 
my deep ſorrow ! But yet conſidering ſome paſſages 
in four laſt and former Leitets concerning j 

ſpititual Condition, and knowing, by experience in 
my ſelf, the reality of ſuch Complaints; 1 V old 
de ſo graceleſs as to neglect you whoily therein. 
And though 1 can ſay or do very little, yet, a 
gord or two might be of ſome uſe ; nor do I know, 
what guile, might lye upon me, it I ſhould bei ſilent 
i in ris Caſe ! And therefore [ Dear !- | 
m barren Heart would ſuffer me, I would preſent 
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you with a few words, a-; if you and I were alone 
in a Corner, in the preſence of God 

The Condition you expreſs, is the common 
L But fearful ] Epidemicat Calamity of thoſe Times 
and Places where the Goſpel is Preached, and 
among ſuch as outwardly carry fair: Convinced, 
but nor humbled ; ſome apprehenſions of miſery 
and affections now and then, but not deep effectual 
mournings ; ſomething burdened with fin and 
miſery, and xrath of God; but yet able to bear it, 
and contented to ide without being delivered 
from it: knowing every _ and feeling nothing; 
or” father knowing every thing, and yer indeed 
knowing nothing; in ſeeing not, &c. For my own 
part, it is that which hatch been the baueful miſery 
of my Soni[-ven that very thing which you ſay & mean} 
ever ſince I knew any thing; and the Lord knows 
how lit le lam delivered from it, and how much 


olf my work in this point | pon which the very binges 


of our Sal vat ion turn] is yet to do to this Day! Oh 
Fry — Ait my Heart were not Adamant, I 
ſhould wee irh, and for you: And truly when I 
uam moſt — have no greater requeſt than 

this for my ſelf and you, that God would ufe any 
means to make us ſee things really as they are, and 
pound our hearts all to pieces, and make indeed fin. 


molt bitter, and Chriſt. moſt ſweet, that we might 
be both humbled, and comforted ro purpoſe; An 
imperfect work of the Law, and then an imper- 
ſect work of the Goſpel is the bane and ruine 


ol us in theſe Days! Some fears and affection, and 
then ſome hopes of mercy without finding full reſt 


and ſatisfa#ion in Chrift only ] Men reſt in, and hete 


periſh !- But hence is the ground of that you ſpeak 


of: An Heart that doth not, cannot feel fin I 
Fonſequentiy, ng other thing that God's word ſpeaks 2 1 i 


„eee 


Mer. Mitchel's Letter. 3 


und the wrath of God for it, to purpoſe; cannot 
be ſenſible of fin or iſary in an effectual manner? 
Now a word or two ot Counſel to you in this Caſe! 
Firſt. Conſider the end and thing you are to 
ſtrive after. Secondly, the way and manner how: 
Your Buſineſs is never to reft til] you come to feel 
fin as an ioſupportable burden, and then to find 
-reſt and cverlaſting ſatis aCtion in Chriſt, imbracing 
him as your on! To go on humbling to be hum- 
bled, and to ſee ſuch into!crable evil in fin; and 
be ſo burdened with the wrath of God lying upon 
you for it, as it may make fin ever)aſtingly odious 
to you, and force yon to fly fer refuge to lay hold 
of the hope ſet before ou; and to have ſRrong- 
Conlolation there! This is a great thing, not eaſily 
and quickly gotten: bur fir not down at quiet, till 
vou come to this! This is the way to make all ſire. 
But you will ſay I know not whether I ever had 
any true Humiliation; whether there is any thiag 
in me that will ſtand by me, when an hour of 
Temptation comes ! Therefore now teſolve, 1 ill 
padle and dally with God and my own'Scul no lon- 
ger, I ul never give God reſt rtiFhe ſhew me 
- ehings really, and till I have atrained that Senſe 
of fin, and Faith in Chiift Jeſus, which is real 
and effeEtual ! This is the work of our lives, 
| "Ph. 6.29, Let me never reft till it be put our 
| , "of all doubt, that God in Chrift is mine own and 
bath made an everlaſting Covenant with me ! 
This I «ill have, or T will be in bitterneſs before 
the Lord while I hate any Being; and for the 
teſßidue of my days, I will dell with them that 
He doe in ſorros, [ will have my ſeciety „ ith 
ch tor ſaken Souls; who being deſolate and de- 
ferred, are free among the dead: It the bleſſed YN 
5 0 ſhall excommunirare this wretched Soul from. 
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his gracious preſence, [ u ich yet is but an AF of his 
moſt holy and juft ſeverity ] Oh! let me find this 
favour in his fight, that I may alſo excommunicate 
my ſelf from the pleaſures and enjoy ments of this 
_— World! And reſolve this, If God will not 
et me ſee the good of his choſen, [and I have no- 
bing to ſay why be ſbould } I will mourn, I will 
-mourn ; let me liye and dye in the Houſe of Mour- 
ning! If God will not Comfort me, nothing elſe 
Mall; it I may not have Peace & Reftin God, I'le 
have none at all; if God will take no pleaſure 
in me, I'le take no pleaſure in my ſelf: Let my 
tears be my meat continually; let me go mourning 
5 17 and down the World while I have a day to live: 
F God caſt me off, let this be my Condition. 


Nay, [ come to this paſs ] I cannot live, unleſs God 
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de reconciled ro me: My Spirit fails, if the Lord 
redeem not preſently ! There is no being, no biding 
gor me, unleſs he ſpeak a word. of peace to me. 
Aal 69 2,3; 17, 18. and 143 4, 7-] And in 
a time ot need God will help; when you are loft, 
God will find you, when you are ſick to Death, he 
will heal you, al. 57. 16, 28, 29. His bowels 
ill yern towards you! Never tear want of Con- 
ſols ion, if your Humiliation be not ineffeQtual ! 
Ano here let me warn you of a thing or two! 
Tie heed leaſt ſome leſſer ſorrows and affections 
heal and eaſe you, and ſo you be kept ſrom great 
and <ffeQual ſorrows and from Comtort by Chrift 
only! Many a one ſees himſelf in a miſerable | 
Condition; bereupon he goes alone, he prays, {aud 
- eveeps too it may be | very aff-Ctionately for metcy : 
Upon this he grows well & whole again , His good 
affections pleaſe him, and heal him; though be 
+ be indeed ſtiſl as far from Chriſt and grounded 
„Comlort, as ever! Take heed enen, 
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Of reſting in ſome hopes of mercy,or in ſome taſtes 
of mercy ! Many things give a man gocd hope that 
Gcd may ſave him, and the words ot Comfort are 
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ſometimes ſweet and refreſhing to his heart; this 


quiets him: He hath enough now, he runs away with 
this, when as Chriſt himſelf is not yet his; nor is he 
ſatisfied with him only! Many periſh here; not but 
that theſe afteftions and hopes are very good, and 
they may be true, | ana be jure to be exceeding thankful 
for any ſuch thing; that you have any deſire to ſeek God, 
any tears at any time before him, and hope toward him; 
its more than thouſands have] and very good encou- 
rage ment to ſeek after Chriſt more; but not to be 


reſted in without Chriſt _ It's a fign a man's heart 
is falſe when a little ot any thing will ſerve him! 
Ude thoſe ſorrows, heart-breakings and hopes, aa 


my 


l 
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bleſſed encouragements and ingagements to follow 2 


on ſtill, and ger nearer to Chriſt, and to gain in upon 
him; bur reſt not till you be ſure you have Chriſt; 


and fully reſt in him, and your Heart live upon him 


only, alone, wholly and always ! Naw for the way 
you are to take in the Caſe owned & expreſſed by 
yourfelt: I would add a little as theLord ſhall help. 

Do not ſay there is no hope, and to give over ſtri- 
ving! Give not way to a ſullen deſperateneſꝭ and 
deadneſs of heart; to a dulled ſunk diſcouraged 
ſpirit, as it were in vain to ſtir, and will never be 
better with you! Do nor ſay, Thus it hath been, 
and thus it is, and you cannot help it, aud there 
leave it! No, no, Ariſe and be doing; and Gad will 
ze with you; is an oldRule ! What ever your Caſe 
be, Never be diſcouraged : Be humble and afflicted 
under fin and: miſery [the more the better] but never 


'" *bediſcowraged | Reſolve, I will ver follow God for 
eld this, come on me what will ! See 1 Sam; 12 20. 
Kao that God is God, and not man, he can help, 
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nay he e He is willing to help you, if you be 
not unwilling to have it: See /ſai.55. 8. Fer. 33. 3, 
Heſ. 13. 9. Fob. 4.19. and 6. 36. He hath after mer̃- 
cics for themchat have abuſed tormer mercies, Exeł. 
39 26. Fer. 3.1, 22. If ir were bur a may be, Amos 
5. 15. Zeph 2.3. A who can tell? Fon. 3. 9. Joel. 2. 
14. 4 Lord, if thou wilt, Mat 8. 2. It's enough to 
make us follow after God to the laſt paſp ! Second- 
ly, Look up to the infinite God to help you for his 
Name ſake, and for the Lord Jeſus ſake. You know 
you are miſerable, and have unſpeakable need of 
his help; though you do not feel it, and be not 
offended a ĩth ĩt. Upon thisground [and tis is ground 
exough] go to God and tell him; that the leſs ſente 
you have, the greater is your miſery, and the more 
need you have of his help: None but God can pull 
you out of this pit, can inlighten this darkneſs, and 
{break this Adamant ; to him therefore you come 
according to His own Counſel, Rev. 3. 18. Tell - 
bim, He knows you and ſees you, though you do 
not know ot ſee him, no, nor your felf neither: He 
can take hold of you, though you cannot take 
bold of him, Job 15. 16. Bring ſuch an heart 
as you have Longing that it were better] to him, 
that he would mend it: Bewail this impenitent 
heart, ery out of this ſecure ſotiſn heart, as the 
*preareft evil that could befal you ; belecch: him 
do uſe any means to break it and change it Fill 
your mouth v ith Arguments before him; telſ him 
of his free [Ob hang there upon free Mercy] bis tender, 
bis preventing, his maniteld - rich Mercy: Say 
you are reſolved never to leave him till he give 
"you this Grace effectually, and all the Grace you 
want, eve rlaſting Mercy: Cry to him out af che 
thick darkneis, and out of the low dungeon, Lam. 
55, When Jen have ao mind 10 prayy "When 
* | | Ys 
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Devil and World, when heart and the gates of 
Hell, are againft you : Yer then, even then pray 
in ſpite of all our ſpiritual Adverſaries: Offer 
violence to the Kingdom of Heaven, fiir up your 
ſelf to take hold on God; lay hold on Eternal 
Life, when nothing but darkneſs and dearh is about 
you; when God ſtops his car againſt you, and 
ſhuts up his heart too; yet then fall down before 
him, put your mouth in the duſt; judge and loath. FÞ 
your ſelf, hate your ſin, that brought you to this 
paſs: Look again toward him, [as Jon. 2 4, 7 J 
cloſe with tim at and upon the ſword"s point, 
[-tbough be kill me yet will I 2. in him] Bleſs his 
Name and ſay as 1 3.21 Chatter before him; 
leave your ſelf to his Mercy, to his abſolute, 
fovereign, meer Mercy, renouncing all other props 
and Comforts : See Iſai. 50 10. Tell him as Daniet 
9. 9. reſolve to follow him, though blindtold, and 
ſce Rom. 11. 32 33. Gal 3. 22. When you are 
ſhut up under fin and unbelicf, then look to him. 
who is able to ſave to the utmoſt them that come 
to God by. bim: You know not how ro look to 
him, nor what it is to believe, nor how to go 
about ſuch a thing; therefore tell God that you 
come to him for Faith, as well as other things. 
Tou want every thing, and you come for every } 
_ : [the prorefiCreature that lives] and know that 
the bleſſed God would have you come to him in 
'Chrift for every thing: Chrif hath all power in 
his hands to help you, Job. 17. 2 and ſee Job. 6. 
37 Thirdly, continue in ſeeking God fill you find 
im: Follow on to know the Lord; and then be ur 

- Caſe what ir will, you ſhall know him, Hoſ 6 2. L 
2 Luk 18. 1. Many are very ſerious and 
earneſt for a fit; but they give over before the 
Lord come, and will rather patch up their 


1 
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Comfort and Salvation of any faſhion, than take 
the pains to hold out in ſeeking God with all their 
might: Multitudes periſh here. Oh! look to this; 
for do not think [eſpecially in the Caſe you are in ] 
to get Grace and Chi iſt [in the ſenſe before ſpoken of | 
preſently ! No, no, God may make you ſeek and 
wait many a day; but you ſhall reap in due time 
if you faint not, Gal.6. 9. Diligently therefore and 
conſtantly attend and improve all the Ordinances 
and Opportunities that God gives: In ſpecial, let 
me ſpeak a word or two for your bettet help in 
them {being more private and perſonal | viz 

|.  Fuſt, Meditation [a moſt neceſſary and effectual thing 
which few practice: ] Get a little time to meditate 
daily, laying afide other things, and in other occa- 
fions too, think as much of ſpit irual things as you 


10 


can: We do not ſee nor feel, becauſe we do not- 


think of thin's ; thiak of God and of Chriſt, of Sin, 


of Heaven f Hell, of Judgment, of Eternity, 


how few ſhall be ſaved, how neceſſary it is to take 
the preſent time: What we come into the World 
for ; of quickning paſſages in Scripture, of God's 


dealings with you, of your former Life and preſent 
Condition, c. But you will ſay, My heart iy ſo 


vain and ſtupid, I cannot think of things I Anſwer, 


Firſt, let this deeply humble you; and the vileneſy 
of your heart, that here diſcovers it ſelf will be 
worth the while. Secondly, beſeech God to help. 
you | Thirdly, By uſe of time you will find it more 
eaſie. Fourthly, take advantage upon all the 
evil frames that ar preſent you feel, to apply and 
ſet on ſome ſoaking expreſſion in Scripture : As in 
caſe of hardneſs, blindneſs, vanity, ſee Rom 9. 18. 
2 Gor. 44 Prof 10 20 Yea, hence fee and ſay, 


o 


that God is true, and his word is true; for the 
Scripture tells me of thu heart I feel ; and the reſt. 
22. wat | | on 
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it will be verified upon me as well as this. Fiſthly, 
take the advantage of ſpecial ſeaſons for Mediation, 
when your heart is in a feeling frame [as after 
Prayer, after Sermon, if you cannot before] and lay 
up what you get: One Truth felt in Meditation, is 
worth a World, and it will make way for more. 
Sixthly, do ſomething that is equivalent and hel- 
ping to it, at leaſt when you cannot fo directly 
meditate : as reading of a good Book, writing 
of your former and preſent life : [that is a thing 


of endleſs uſe] gathering up God's mercies, and your | 


ns in writing ſometimes, &c. 

Secondly, Prayer, this is the bleſſed means of 
getting a poor Soul to Heaven: And what an hap» 
pineſs-1s it, that we may pray to God ! Beſides 
Family-Prayer, get ſome time for Secret Prayer, 
daily leſs or more: Be telling God your heart 


alone; I know your occaſions and labnurs [ the - *Þ 


Lord break my heart fo! you ] would not afford you 
that liberty tharT [wretch ] have: But do u hat you 
can; love the duty, and God will pity you, whercin 
you are juſtly and by his providence (not your cavn 
negligence] hindred. And this 1s certain, He that 
hath an heart, ſhall never want time or p!ace to 
pray ! Endeavour to order your matters fo, as you 
way have time for it: And if you could weekly 


bave a piece of an Afternoon [as Saturday in the - 


after noon an hour or too, or as God guides] ſer a part 
tor ſecret and cloſe converſe with God by Medita- 
tion and Prayer; thinking writing, reading, exa- 


mining. mourning before God; and do this cons 


ſtantly, you will mever repent it: The buſineſs of 
» Salvation is mainly carried on in ſecret between 
God and a man's own Soul: Aud by all means 
gravide; that you may have your Sabbaths as free 


e poſſible all the Day, and the Evening before and 


after, 
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after, for ſpiritual work : Ply God in ſuch ſeaſons 


as theſe be, and be very thankful it you ger but 
any litt e ground of your Corruptions and Miſe- 


ries : Go about your lav ful occaſichs, not as a 


liberty o che fleſh, Ia: to think that now my tak 


of praying is over, now I may pleaſe my {elf and 


| rer ſh my heart in the World, &c.] but as the ſer- 


vice of Grd, and as unio bim, becauſe he bids you 
be thus employed; As when he hids me pray, 
I Lill pray with all my--might ; fo I will work 
too, hen he bids me work; and not do it to 
pleaſe myſelf, [alas, if I conſider it, what Pleaſure or 


Comfort is there in this evil World] but to picaſe bim 
TL «Þ1 buſie and employ my ſelt in this World, 


[becauſe be bids me] bat my place and my reft ſhall 
be only tn God, or no where': As Seamen go 


to Sea, but built their houſes on Land, fo I'le go 
into the World, but lay up mv heart and comfort 
and my whole ſupport in God! I will live in the 


World, bat not upon it; I will live only upon God, 
and have my Portion in him. And do not think 


that this forrow and ſenſe of fin; and wourning 
8 


after God, Rtands in a monkifh drooping ſullen 
and ſadneſo, [thowph iis certain that by the ſadneſs 
of. the Coumen nce the Heart 1s mad» better; and one 


* Gould not give himſelf to unvce-ſſery mirth. which is very | 


poyſonful ; nor purpoſely choak bis ſpiritual ſorrows with 
temporal delights : J 31t. when you have ſeriguſly 


ſpent your time with God, and have left your heart 


with him, and he calls you to your occ:ſions; 
go about them with alacrity, and cheartalneſs, fo 


as you may diſpatch them comforrably ; and carry 
__ amilably and delighttnlly to thoſe about you. And 
let your ſorrows and ſenſe of yourSoul's miſeries lie 
2 deep and undermoſt, ſo as you may recall them in 
their ſeaſon; when you come to pray, or be alone 
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God again! Labonr to have a conſtant habitual feeſ- 
ing of your ſelf, [ and get as many good thoughts 
and affect ions as you can, at all times] ſo as ii may 
be livelily, actual eſpecially in your ſeafons of 
atteriding upon God; and in them drive on the 
buſineſs of your Soul, as if there were nothing eiſe 
to be minded but that And if you find your 
Heart gone when the ſeaſon of ſeeking God comes, 
then know that you have in ſome meature back» 
flidden, and forſaken God; and never leave till you 
have recovered it. Recall and review often the 
chief fins of your life that you can remembee; 
confeſs and aggravate them before God in a ſpe- 
Cial manner, ( but have times of confeſſing antl 
beWailing all the ſins that ever you can remember J 
and think of what fins or courſc it was that cauſe 


God to leave you to this woful impenirency of : 1 


heart, and bewail them bitterly. One thing more 
I maſt add; Do not think it much to have ſome 


ſpecial ſeaſons of ſeeking God, beſides thoſ: I 


have named. If you had a Freind with whom 
you might ndw and then ſpend a little time, in 


conferring together, in opening your Hearts, and 


reſenting your unutterable groanings before God 

t would be of excellent uſe: Sich an one would 
greatly ſtrengthen, beſtead, and further you in yout 
way to Heaven Spend now and then [as occaſions 
permit ] an Hour ſor ſo] with ſuch a Friend more 
than ordinary [ ſometimes a piece of a- Day. ſometimes 
a. whole day of extraordinary faſt, in flriving and c. 


"ling with God for everlaſting mercy And be much 


in quickning Conference, giving and taking mutual 
encouragements and directions in the matters of 
"Heaven 4 Oh! the life of God that falls into the 
Hero of theGodly, in and by gracious Heavenly 
terence, Be open 8 one io another. and 


— 
= _— — 


Mr. Mitchel's Letters 13 


* 
| { 
Kang ©» 
= 


14 Mr, Mitchel's Letter 


ſtand one for another againſt the Deu il and all his 
Angels. Make it thus your Buſineſs in theſe and 
ſach like ways, to provide for Eternity while it is 
called to day; looking unto Jeſus the Author and f. 
niſber of yourFaith, But you will ſay, (it may be) and 
I ſpeak but- what I have found in my own Heart : 

Dear I deal plainly with you, as know you 
would have me do, and ther: fore let me ſuppoſe it 
Pould be ſaid) This is a tedious and hard task, and 
my Heart likes not to be ſo yoaked and toiled in 
ſuch things ? I can take no pleaſure therein; and 
if I force my ſelf to it for a while, yet it would 
ſoon weary me: I have no Heart to theſe things; 
it. may be ſomething might be done in this way, 
or another might do ſomething ; but I have noHeart 
lo ic. 

Anſw. 1. Vonder not at this, nor think the worſe 
of that courſe, becanſe your Heart luſteth againſt it; 
but think the better of it. For, the better any thing is 
and the more inſtrumental for our Salvation ; the 
more it is oppoſed by our vile Hearts, which are 
enemies to God, and conſequently to our own 
chicf good. | 

2. Confeſs to God this naughtineſs of your Heart: 
Beſ-ech him to help you againft this Devil, to 
change your nature, and let this occaſion you to 
ſee, and loath the wickedneſs of your nature, and 
be cnraged againſt ir. The ſpirit that dwelleth in us 


luſteth unto envy, but he giveth more grace; Jam. 4. 


3.6. 
* 3. Conſider what is the reaſon why this way ſeems ſo 


a £Y By 4 _ = _ ' TOY PPE 


ame and tedious, and you bave no Heart te it? Is Ir 
it not becauſe of inward blindneſs and ſecurity ? h 
becauſe you ſee not things as they be, nor the 0 
weight and worth of them? It is an irkſome thir i & 2 
3 | to 
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to a man to riſe out of his bed in the night, when he 
lies warm, and knows no danger, nor urgent oC» 
caſion to 1iſe ; but if he awake, and tice his Houle 
on fire about his cars, he will make no de mur about 
the matter, but be glad, he may tiſe! Verity, 
one real glimpſe of the wrath of God _— 
about us, or of Eternity that is a coming; ove rea 
plimpſe ol Gcd's Anger [ lying upon our uli ] which 
i; infinttely above the moſt awtul appreheufion uf 
Man or Angel ; Oh this would make ns skip 
at a time to Pray in, at an Hour io cry ont to God 
for Mercy in, eſpecially if we might do it vith 
an) Hopcof being heard and ſaved, asnow we may. 
So the reaſon why 1] have no Heart to this courſe, 
is not becaule there is want of reaſon to perſwade 
me, but becauſe I am blind; and 1 feel my blind- 
neſs, I know that I do not ſee things as they be, 
and therefore I have good reaſon to be deaf, to the 
Counſel ot o ine own blind ignorant Heart, and 
o firive by all means to ſee beiter; and in the 
ean time, to be'ieve what I do not ſee. | 
4. Offer violence therefore to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
1d be reſolved in this point: Let my Heart ſay what 
ill, ler Hell and World be againſt me; my 
od-I muſt have! my God I wil! have! I muſt 
zet ſight of Sin, and Faith in Chrift Jeſus? T 
nuſt make my Salvation ſure, or elſe I am undoue' 
or ever ; and therefore pray I will, and follow 
xd I vill, in deſpite of the Devil: Unto. him 
in look and [in ſuch 4 Caſe as this] on him 
IL] wair, who giveth the ſame Spirt of zeal, 
f indignation agaioft fin and ſelf, as ſometimes: was 
2 holy Samuel, when he hewed Agag in pieces 
efore the Lol d in Gilgal. Lord, thou haft com- 
Med me 10 ſeek thy face, and thy face will I ſeek : 
wil] not confer _ Fleſh and Blood; I wiil 
A. 2 bot 
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not conſult with carnal reaſon ; but what God bids 
me do, that will I do, and doit with all my might. 
Fly. Know that if you conſcionably attend upon God, 
de will by Degrees make it ſweet and eaſze to you : 
He will ſtrengthen your Heart and Hands tn your way 
and work, Iſai. 30. 31 You will find it a ſ«cet and 
bleſſed thing to land confeſſing your fins before | 
God, and emptying your Heart in his fight, open- | 
mg all your Complaints and Soul Concernments 
to him: You vill find it an happineſs that you may 
pray to the God of Heaven, and have any Com- 
munion with him. Our wicked Hearts make reli. 
gious duties irkſome; elſe they are in themſelves 
the ſweeteſt things in the world: Oh! if ever ve 
come to know God atight, we ſhall account it our 
happinefs that we may do any thing, in way of 
Service to him, and Communion with him. 
Fly. Salvation 5s worth all our labour, be it what it 
cuil be: Is ic a trifle to be ſaved Eternally? Do we 
think to get to Heaven by a good wiſh ? er to go 
thither in a Feather-bed ? No, God will make us 
Grive, and ſcat, and wreſtle for it: and be ſure 
it will quit the Coft ! It will never repent us of any 
Prayer we have made, or tear we have wept, when 
ve come therc ! Oh ! follow not the guiſe of thi 
ſecure world, that [ix theſe days ] is caſt into a dead 
fleep - Many profeſs, but few know what it is te 
work out their on Salvation with fear and trem- 
bling : It is another matter to be a Chriſtian iadeed 
than moſt make of it: And of thoſe that are ſin- 
cere and lively, you fee but their dark fide, yo 
know not what. they are in ſecret: Follow not 


E le; but follow the Word of God. 
Tho | Though! 


- *Phus I have given you theSum of my 
accordingto. my meaſure and manner. I beſeec 


you make ſome uſe of this poor Letter, and reac 


— 


* 


Prom Harvard Colle ge 
| in Cambridge. 
May 19. 1649. 
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it at ſuch times as may moſt ſuit oi: You may 
have many doubts and difficulties" that I do not 
here touch; but ſeek God, and he will guide you. 
As for your outward Condition, follow on in theſe 
things, and your trouble for fin and Soul miſery, 
will ſwallow up all other troubles: and future Con- 
ſolations will ſweeten all; And whatſoever may 
happen to you here, yet hereafter it ſhall be well 
with you ; and in your weariſome pilgrimage it may 
be for a Conſolation to you, that you wall re- 
joyce in time to come. 


Now the Tender Mercies of God be with you 
[Dear ] and the Lord leadyou by the Hand 
to hi Eternal reft, through all ns and forrows, 
to his own Glory, and your everlafiing' Comfort ; 


fo I remain, 


Taur unſeigrediy loving Friend 
— to ſerve you, 


— 
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A Copy of an Excellent LETTER, 


Wrote by the Reverend 


Mr. 7. E. of Guilferd, Deceaſed, 


to his Brother 


Mr. B. E. of Roxbury. 
_ Carefully corrected from Five ſeveral Manuſcripts + 
By Trnomas PAIN cx. 


BEING 
An Answzs to this QuesTion,. 


How to Live in this World, fo as 1 
Live in Heaven ? 


DAA Baornza, 
WOW wn received, and thought 
on. The Queſtion, is, Hb1o ſo 
ro Live in this World, as yet to 
Live in Heaven ? It is one of 
8 88 5 the common Places of my Heart 
that I have often occaſion to ſtudy, and 
therefore takes me not unprovide d. It is 
hard to keep the Helm up among ſo many 
| - croſs Winds and Edyes, and Out - Lands an 
Boarding of Creatures, as we meet withat 
upon this Sea of Glaſs and Fire. And truly 
that Man knoweth not his own Heat. 
wao finds it not difficult to break through. 
theEntanglements pfthe World. Creature 


| et ſtop and intice away the Afﬀc ions 
| from 


=>». 


— 
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from JESUS CHRIST: Creature Frowns 
incompole “ and tempeſtuate the Spirit, 
that it thinks it doth well to be Angry : 
Both ways Grace is a looſer. We had all 
need to Watch and Pray, leſt we enter into 
theſe Temptations The greateſt of your 
Conflicts and Cauſes of your Complaints, 
ſeem here to have their Original. Tempta- 
tions follow Tempers, As there. are 7200 
' Predominant - Qualities in the Temper of 
every Body; ſothere are io Predominant 
Sins in the Temper of every Heart: And 
Pride is one in all Men in the World: the 
Reſt is about Futurities | 


I will tell you familiarly what GOD hath. 


done forSoul, & in what Tract mySoul keeps 


- 
————— — — — bo ern 


towards Himſelf (i) Iam come to a con- 


cluſiom to look for no Great Matters in the 
World; but to Know JESUS CHRIST and 
Him crucified. I make beſt Way in a low: 
Gale, A high Spirit, and a high Sail toge - 
ther will be dangerous: and therefore [ 


prepare to Live Low I defire not much, 1 


ray againſt it. My Study is my Calling: 


ſo much as to attend that, without Di- 


traction, I am bound to plead for; and 


more I defire not. By my fecluded Re. 
tirements, I have advantage to obſerve 
how every Day's Occaſions inſenſibly wear 


| — 


t preſume it ſhou'd. be - Diſcompoſe.” 0 | | 
- 4 1 an apt to think it ſhou'd be. the Orber: 
e about I 


Futurities. 


— — —— 


cf 


| 
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off the Heart from GOD, and bury it 
in it Self: which they that ever live jn the 
Neiſe and Eumber of the World, cannot be 
ſenfible of, (2) | have learned tolſee a need 
of every thing GOD gives me; and to need 
nog that He denies me. There is po 
Diſpenſation, though croſs and afflictive, but 


| either s# it or after it, I find [could not be 


without it: And Nothing that I am with- 
out, whether it be taken from me, or not 
given to me; but ſooner or later GOD 
quiets me in Himſelf without it. (3) I caſt 
all my Care on the LORD, and live ſecurely 
on the Wiſdom and Care of my heavenly 
Father. My Ways are you know,in ſome 


| ſenſe hedg+d up withThorns, and grow dar- 


ker and darker daily; But yet I miſtruſt 


not my good GOD in the leaſt; and live 
more quiet in the Abſence of all by rw 
if 


than 1 ſhould do, I am perſwaded, 


- 
— - 


= 


pof]- fled chem. I think the LORD deals 


kindly with me, to make me Felieve for all 
my Mercies, before I have them: they will 


then be 7/aac's, Sons of Laughter, For the 


. leſs, Reaſon hath to Work upon, the more 


freely Faith caſts it fell on the Faithfulneſs 
of GOD. I fiod that while Faith is ſteady, 
Nothing can diſquier me; and when Faith 
torters, Nothing can eſtabliſh me. If L 


*3amble out among Means and Creatures, I. 


am preſently loſt, and can come to no End : 
But if I ſtay my Self on GOD, azad leave 
Him to work in His owa Way and Time, I 
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am at reſt, and can lye down and fleep ins 
Promiſe, tho* a Thouſand rife up againſt me. 
Therefore my way is not to caſt before hand. 
but to work with GOD by the Day. Suſft= | 
cient to the Day is the Work thereof. I 
find ſo much to de continually with my 
Calling and my Heart, that I have no Time 
to puzale my felf with Per-adventures 'atid 
Futuriti« $* | 

As for the State of the Times, it is very | 
Gloomy and Tempeſt uous: But why do the 
Heathen Rage ? Faith lyes at Anchor in the | 
midſt of the Waves, and believes the Accom- 
pliſhment of the Promiſe, thro” all theſe 
Overtutnings, Confuſions, and ſeeming Im- 
poſſibilities. Upon this GOD do I live, 
who is our GOD for ever, and will Guide 
us to the Death, Methinks I lye brealn'd} 
in His Boſom, as Lurber in ſuch a Caſe, I am 
not much troubled ; Let CHRIST ſee to it. 
I know Prophecies are now dark, the Books! 
are ſealed, and Men have all been deceived} 
and every Viſioa fails: yet GOD dothy 
continue Faithful: its He that Promiſethg 
who will alſo do it I believe theſe dark 
Times are the Womb of a bright Morning 

Many things more I might have added 
but enough, O ! Brother, keep clofe t 
GOD-; and then you need fear Nothin 
Maiintzin fecret and intimate Acquaintane 
With Him; and then a little of the Creatur 
will goa great Way. Take Time for Duti 
in Private, Croud not Religion into a Co 


SF. © 


— 
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ner of theDay. There is a Dutch Proverb, 
No body will get by Thieving, or looſe by 
| Praying.. Lay up all your Good in GOD ; 
{ ſo as to over-ballance the Sweetneſs and: 
| Bitterneſs-of all Creatures. Spend no Time 
| in: fore-hand- Contrivances for this World: 
they never Succeed: GOD: will run His 
| Diſpenſations another Way, Self-Contri+ 
| vancesare the Effects of Unbelief: I can 

«I by Experience, Would Men ſpend 
| thoſe Hours. they Ware out in Plots and: 
and Devices, in Communion with GOD, 
| and leave all on Him by venture ſom: Be- 
Le ving; they would have more Peace and- 
Comfort. I leave you with your GOD and: 
nine. The LORD JESUS be with your 
[Spirit Pray for your own» Sou}, Pray for: 
| . and. Pray hard for your poor 
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Sufficiency of Pardon. 


HY does your Face, ye humble Souls, 

"'V Thoſe mournful Colours wear ? 

What Doubts ate theſe that waſte your Faith, 
And nouriſh your Deſpair ? 


What tho' your num'rous Sins exceed | 
The Stars that fill the Skies, | 

And aiming at th' eternal Throne 
Like pointed Mountains riſe ? 


What tho*' your mighty Guilt beyond 


The wide Creation ſwell, 
And has ics curs'd Foundations laid — 
Low as the Deeps of Hell, 


See here an endleſs Ocean flows 
Of never. failing Grace; 

Behold, a dying Saviour*s Veing | | 

The ſacred Flood increaſe : » F 


It riſes high, and drowns the Hills, | 
T has neither Shore nor Bound: 

"Now, -if we ſearch to find our Sins, | 
Our Sins can ne'er be found. 


Awake, our Hearts, adore the Grace 
That buries all our Fau'ts, - 

And pard'ning Blood, that ſwells above 
Our Follies and our Thoughts. 


aa AG ARIAS | 
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